Disbelief, Then Shock, Shatters 
Quiet Confidence of Calm City 
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It was one of those lovely 
late fall -days, this November 
22, unseasonably warm for 
Washington. The mood of the 
Capital, was calm despite a 
host of problems facing the 
Government of the United 
States. 

It was, indeed, calmer in 
Washington than usual, for, 
the President was out of town 
on a three-day trip. That al- 
ways relaxes the executive! 
branch. White House staff! 
members were lingering long-j 
er than normal over their' 
luncheon coffee here and 
there about the city. 

Then, without warning came 
the thunderclap. At 1:30 p.m.* 
EST United Press Interna*: 

, tional’s teletype poured out: 
the incredible news in words! 
which betrayed the disbelief; 
of the reporter who dictated; 
the flash: 

"Kennedy seriously wound- • 
cd; perhaps seriously: perhaps! 
fatally; by assassin’s bullet” in : 
Dallas, Tex. | 

In a moment the word was; 
on the radio, television and on! 
other wire service tickers. j 
In an instant the • national! 
Capital was transformed; in-j 

• deed, in that instant the Na-j 

tion and the entire world wasj 
transformed by the news.* 
Everywhere people gathered; 
together as' they sought to { 
know all each man could tell! 
another. . I 

• Then, at 2:32 p.m\ came^the; 

flash on the Associated Press : 
teletype: * j 

"Two priests who were with :• 
Kennedy say. he is dead of : 
bullet wounds," 

For the fourth time in 
American history a President 
of the United States had been 
killed by an assassin’s bullet. 

The first reaction, of course, 
was disbelief; then as the news 
sank in it was^shock. Partisan 
feelings; petty differences dis- 
appeared in common grief. 

But beyond these feelings 
and responses of the moment 
now lies a great uncertainty. 
For the untimely death of: 
John F. Kennedy, the 34th j 
man to occupy the Presidency 
in the 174 years of that office’s 
existence, opens a new chap- 
ter in American history. 

The Presidency of the United 
States is indeed, as has so 
often been said, the most pow- 
erful office in the world. The 
occupant is both chief of gov- 


ernment and chief of slate 
and he is the- political leader 
of his party as well. . 

He holds in his hands the 
fate of the world, for in these 
years of thermonuclear weap 


challenges of the Nation and 
the world. 

It is to be expected, of 
course, that the new Presi- 
dent. Lyndon B. Johnson, will 
carry on. the broad scope and 
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ons his is the power to com- general outline of the Kcnnc- 
mand death and destruction 'dy Administration, in. which 
unprecedented in human his-jhe has played a part. But it 
tory. Here at. home he may belwill take time for him to pick 
a lesser power for he mustjup the threads of leadership 
share his authority over the j and to put together, the pieces 
Nation with the Congress, thcj so suddenly shattered by 
courts and the states. iwhai every man must surely 

Yet at a moment such asibelicev was a madman. 


| this no American can escape 
the truth that the Presidency, 
and the man who holds it, em- 
bodies both the nature and 
the spirit of the American Na- 
tion. He is, after all. the only 


The well-trained burcaue- 
crae.v of government will car- 
ry on. The Constitution pro- 
vides for an orderly succession 
to the White House. The Con-", 
gress is prepared to do what 
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truly national leader our sys- may need to be done in the 
tem provides. jutniost speed. 

President Kennedy’s death! But most of (hat is for the 
docs not change the great [future, as are all the details 
forces of. history, coursing’of new world relationships 
through both the Nation at : and changes here at home. To- 
.home and the world abroad.jday is the day of grief, for 
But it docs call a halt to the. the Nation's leader has' fa l- 
American response to the den. 


